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THE CIRCULAR, 
Is published on Tuesday, Thursday, and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. ¥. ; 

Trerus—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Three Dollars per ann um to those who prefer 
to pay. 

Specimen numbers may be ordered by those who 
wish to become acquainted with the paper ; and if 
any choose to take it temporarily, it ‘vill be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod. unless ordered further. 

Address *THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 

Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence on it, with the simple order—** Discontinue.” 











Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
usual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
about it, as may be needed by those who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is. not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
Our wish and request is, that every 
for the Circular, should read the 


sure he is fully authorized. 
person proposing to subscribe 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 


er the paper is what he wants. 





FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
OF THE CIRCULAR, 
RELIGION AND SOCIALISM ; 
The Religion of the Bible, 


and 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 





LEADING TOPICS. 
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 

‘¢ Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 
and the apostolic age. 

«© Verily [say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 
«Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on garru 

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 








COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven, 
** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”’—Jesus 
Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

«« He will swallow up Dearn in Victory.” Isaiah. 





GENERAL PLATFORM 
OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES, 

Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling tegether in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divoreed from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 





The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 


Postage of The Circular. 

The postage of this paper, as a Tri-weekly, under 
the present Law, is as follows:—To subscribers in 
this State, (N. Y.,) the postage, if paid in advance, 
is nine and three quarter cents per quarter, or thir- 
ty-nine cents a year. 
of the United States, the postage is nineteen and a 
half cents per quarter, or seventy-eight cents a year, 
-| prepaid. If the postage is not paid quarterly or 
yearly in advance, the law requires double the 
above rates. 
It may be remarked for the benefit of those 
who may be tempted to object to a Tri-weekly 
on account of the burden of postage, that until within 
afew years, the postage of acommon sized Weekly 
paper was thirteen cents per quarter, or fifty-two 
cents a year, within the State; and out of the State, 
it was nineteen and a half cents quarterly, or seven- 
ty eight cents per year. It will thus be seen that the 
postage of Tur Tri-weekiy CircvLar is no more to 
subscribers out of this State than that of a Weekly 
was afew years ago; and to those within the State 
it is considerably less. 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR, 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; 4 Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 

Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 

members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 





ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 


of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Jiealth of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarter I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrer Il. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer I}, Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer 1V. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, Xe. 

Cuarrer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART IU.—DOCTRI NA L FOUNDATIONS. 
ConsTITUTIONAL Curis- 
Paut’s Views 


Criticism oF CurisTENDOM. 
rianiry. Tue Biss on MarriaGe. 

or Marriage. Law or ApULTERY. 
APPENDIX TO PART III.—Cortnioqvy on Mar- 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 


The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.-- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the creat 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con. 
densation of Life, &c. &c..—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. Al, 
who wish to understand Bistt Commcnism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 

The Perfectionist; (Bound;) Vols. 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tue Vitwnss, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 


Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 
ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 ets. 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 


To subscribers in any other 


Postage of Books. 


when prepaid; if not prepaid, it is a cent and a half 
per ounce. A copy of the Berean weighs on an aver- 
age about 28 ounces; the postage, therefore, would 
be 28 cents prepaid, or 42 not prepaid. Persons 
wishing to have the Berean or Bible Communism sent 
by mail, and to have the postage prepaid, may send 
nine postage stamps for the first, and one for the 
last, in addition to the regular price, and they will 
be forwarded according to their directions. It would 
probably be better to send such bulky articles as 
the files of past Volumes of our papers, by express, 
or by private conveyance. 





ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 


at 


Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. | Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, Vt. | | Cambridge, Vt. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 


Oneida, N. Y. 


Business Cards of the Communities. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz : 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 
PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 
PLUMS, 
PEACHES, 
Isabella Grape Vines, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 
Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwheat FiLovur, in 
sacks—-Inpian Meat, Freep, &e. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 
Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 

STEEL TRAPS, 


Of various sizes and descriptions. 


chu varieties. 


Raspberries, &c., &c. 


I Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 

dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 

promptly attended to. 

I" The PRINTING OFFICE of the Commu- 

nity is in condition to receive orders for ordinary 

kinds of Job Printing. 

HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 

EXCELLENT FLOUR, 

recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 

munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 

CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 

at the usual prices. 

Tuer Mix has recently been put in good repair, 

and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 

Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 

the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL, Millers. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


“on 


WILLIAM R. INSLEE & €0., 
MACHINISTS, 


Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 








W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists? 
Lathes, &c. &c. ; and are prepared to execute orders for ma- 
chinery generally. 


WM. R. INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Central Business Agency. 
Georce Crain, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
to intrust to him. His acquaintance in the city, and 


the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 








QOnerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


dress ‘Greorce Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 


The postage of books, bound or unbound, not 
weighing over four pounds, is one cent per ounce, 


Wanted for The Circular, 

Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c. &c. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Let it be a Community Parer—an organ 
of the true-hearted every where—growing up in 
power and edification, with their growth in God. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 

3. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal in its operation. 
Religion ought therefore to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the weekly press is more effective than 
book-making, and for the same reason. Religion 
ought therefore to ascend from the pulpit to the 
sanctum of the Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily 
Religious Press. 











al 


The Teachings of Confucius. 


The leading features of the philosophy of 
Confucius are subordination to superiors, and 
kind upright dealing with our fellow men ; des- 
titute of all reference to an unseen Power to 
whom all men are accountable, they look only 
to this world for their sanctions, and make the 
monarch himself only partially amenable to a 
higher tribunal. From the duty, honor, and 
obedience owed by a child to his parents, he 
proceeds to inculcate the obligations of wives 
to their husbands, subjects to their prince, and 
ministers to their king, together with all the 
obligations arising from the various social rela- 
tions. Political morality must be founded on 
private rectitude, and the beginning of all real 
advance in his opinion was comprised in nosce 
teipsum. {Kuow thyself.] It cannot be denied 
that among much that is commendable, there 
are a few exceptionable dogmas among his te- 
nets, but compared with the precepts of Gre- 
cian and Roman sages, the general tendency of 
his writings is good, while in their general 
adaptation to the society in which he lived, and 
their eminently practical character, they exceed 
those of western philosophers. He did not 
deal much in sublime and unattainable deserip- 
tions of virtue, but rather taught how the com- 
mon intercourse of life was te be maintained, 
how children should conduet themselves to- 
wards their parents, when a man should enter 
on office, when to marry, &e., &e., which, al- 
though they may seem somewhat trifling to us, 
were probably well calculated for the times and 
people among whom he lived. 

If Confucius had transmitted to posterity 
such works as the Iliad, the De Officiis, or the 

Dialogues of Plato, he would no doubt have ta- 
ken a higher rank among the commanding in- 
tellects of the world, but it may be reasonably 
doubted whether his influence among his own 
countrymen would have been as good or as last- 
ing. The variety and minuteness of his in- 

structions for the nurture and education of 
children, the stress he lays upon filial duty, the 

detail of etiquette and conduct he gives for the 

intercourse of’ all classes and ranks in society, 

characterize his writings from those of all phil- 

osophers in other countries, who, comparatively 

speaking, gave small thought to the education 

of the young.— Williams’ China. 








ArtirictaL Propacation or Satmon.— 
The following description is given by The Lon- 
don Times ot the process of preparing the sal- 
mon spawn for the hatching-boxes, the writer 
having witnessed the operation on the River 
Tay. Mr. Ramsbottom, from Clitheroe, who 
has experimented successfully for the Messrs. 
Ashworth on the Lough Corrib waters in Ire- 
land, has the sole management of the Tay 
ponds. Saturday wasa remarkably fine day 
for the season, and we were privileged in being 
present at the operation of stripping the fish. 





When we arrived Mr. Ramsbottom had got 
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about 15,000 ova in round tin cans, and he show- | man, a greater politician, a more perfect artist and 


ed us an oval-shaped tin box with a lid, whieh 
contained a small male fish swimming in water, 
which, he said, was waiting for his mate. Pres- 
ently the net was shot in the Tay at the mouth 
of the Almond, when two fine female fish, ripe 
for spawning, from eighteen to twenty pounds 
in weight, along with a small male fish, were 
caught. Myr. Ramsbottom, having taking the 
largest female in his left hand, drew his fingers 
firmly down both sides of the belly of the fish, 
when the ova flowed in a stream into the tin 
box formerly mentioned, in which there were a 
few inches of water. The fish was instantly 
returned to the river, and, after a short time, 
sailed off as if nothing had happened to it. 
After the ova had been washed by water being 
poured on ard off, care being taken never to 
allow it to be exposed to the air, the male fish 
was brought, which all this time had been in 
the river under a fold of the net, and manipu- 
lated in the same manuer as the female, only 
a small portion of the milt being required. 
On the milt being shed, a slight change was 
seen to take place in the color of the ova, 
which became paler. Water was again poured 
on and off, when the operation was complete. 
The ova was then poured into round tin cases, 
and carried to the ponds. When we left the 
river side upward of 400,000 ova, in a fine 
condition, had been obtained. We observed 
that a few of the ova, after impregnation, 
turned white, instead of being a fine salmon 
color. Mr. Ramsbottom said that they were 
barren ova. In the month of March the fry 
will have burst their shells, when we hope to 
report further. 


THE CIRCULAR. 
BROOKLYN, JAN. 81, 1854. 





Christianity Arming. 
MEMORANDA OF THE PRESS-REVOLUTION. 

The idea of a Free Daity Reticious Press 
is certainly growing, and it is interesting to trace 
the beginnings and progress of this project which 
many may think a dream, but which we are sure 
will prove to be a Joseph’s dream, realizing itself 
against all scoffers. 

The first hint of a Daily Religions Press which 
we know of in print, occurs in a Home-Talk by 
J. U. N., reported Jan. 20, 1851, and published 
in the Free Church Circular at Oneida in March 
following. 
favor of education and the art of printing, the 
speaker is reported as saying — 

“Christ will never get the advantage of trade, 
and take bis place in the world, until he has 
possession of the daily press; and by the grace of 
God, I engage that he shall ygt have a daily paper 
that will compete with any ip existence.”—F. C. 
Circular, Vol. 4, p. 83. 

The Third Annual Report of the Oneida Asso- 
ciation, published in May, 1852, pursues the idea 
thus started, and enlarges upon it in the following 


In the course of atively descant in 


terms : 

“The question is, Shall Jesus Curisr have ¢ 
voice and place in the world? Shall he have a 
press, a free and inspired organ, through which he 
may speak, and suitably represent himself? Look 
at the state of facts:—Commerce has her im- 
mense daily sheets, edited by the very best talent 
in the world. Every interest, from Education 
down to Odd Fellowship and Rowdyism, has its 
representative paper, conducted in the inspira- 
tion of the subject, and with the best zeal and 
skill that is to be had. These papers are read, 
because there is a degree of earnestness in them; 
they deal with things as mailers of fact and 
every-day interest, and furnish daily food, such as 
it is, to the reading millions. But where are 
Gods facts set forth? Where is Christ repre- 
sented in the public press? ‘The only conclusion 
you can come to from the state of things, is, that 
they are not worth representing—that there is 
not interest and reality enough in God and heaven 
to claim a place beside commerce and politics, in 
the public attention. And this idea is not only 
conceded, but actually strengthened, by the Sun- 
day religion of the churches, and by what is called 
the religious press. It isa weekly aflair in every 
sense of the word—-an utter misrepresentation of 
the truth which they claim to be exponents of.— 
And the misrepresentation is not so much in re- 
gard to the abstract importance of spiritual truth, 
(for that is regularly paraded every week,) as it 
is in their practical admission that this trath 
cannot compete in force, and interest, and attrac- 
tion, with the outward engagements of business 
and pleasure, but must come in by sufferance, and 
be formally attended to for the sake of escaping 
hell, in some corner of the week. 

“Now we believe this is all a monstrous lie ; 
and that God is ready to prove it such. We shal] 
devote ourselves to the purpose of giving him an 
opportunity, by placing at his disposal as powerful 
and thorough-going a press as we can command. 
Instead of conceding that Christ, and the Truth, 
are the Sunday characters they are represented 
to be, we shall invite them into the front rank of 
business, and all the concerns of life. We believe 


gentleman, than the world ever saw; and if he 
has a secular character of this kind, why should 
he not have an organ that will do him justice? 
Why, for instance, should he not have a daily 
press that will carry his name, and power, and 
presence, into the very world where we live, and 
where he is needed? We see no way for him to 
| get the advantage of Satan, and take his place on 
| the throne of the world, until he gets possession 
|of the daily press. With earnest and loyal men 
at his command, we believe he can establish him- 
self there in a way to gain the public attention, 
and finally to outgrow all competition. And from 
that center, his influence will extend in all direc- 
tions ; he will win possession of the great prac- 
tical interests that are every where in the deyvil’s 
hands; he will be seen giving new force to enter- 
prise, and new attractions to pleasure; and the 
outrageous misrepresentations of him will pass 
away, in the waking up of an emancipated world.” 
—Third A, Report of O. A., pp. 8, 9. 

In January 1852, soon after the Circular was 
commenced at Brooklyn, and while it was being 
published as a Weekly paper, the following pro- 
gramme was thrown out in its editorial columns: 


“We look forward to the time when the Circu- 
lar will be not a religious paper, in the ordinary 
restricted sense of that term, but a vehicle of all 
wholesome intelligence. We begin properly with 
the things of the kingdom of God, which in fact 
are the most important news—news from all 
worlds and of all time—but we intend ultimately 
to give due space to the ‘news of the day.’ This 
will require that our sheet be enlarged, and issued 
oftener. We contemplate, as the ultimate destiny 
of the Circular, nothing less than a daily paper of 
the largest convenient size, devoted to universal 
intelligence, in truthful proportions—and free to 
all who want it. And we expect the means of 
fulfilling this destiny——viz., ‘substantial, material 
and financial aid, from an immense and devoted 
constituency, inspired to appreciate Bible-salva- 
tion and the blessings of a Free PReEss.”—Circular, 
Jan, 25, 1852. 

Since this was written, we have advanced step 
by step in the direction proposed. The Circular 
was published once a week in 1851—2. At the 
commencement of the second volume it became a 
Semi-weekly, and for one year was issued regu- 
larly twice a week. In its third yolume, now 
well on the way, it is a Tri-weekly; and to the 
growing courage which heaven is giving us, the 
successful establishment of a Free Religious Daily 
now seems less improbable, than what we have 
already accomplished seemed a few years ago. 

But now let us see what signs there are of the 
growth of our great idea in the world around us. 
In June 1852, a correspondent of the Indepen- 
dent, writing from Boston, where the Methodists 
were holding a General Conference, threw out the 
following interesting suggestions : 

‘During the session of the conference, Zions 
Herald publishes a daily, which is well got up, 
and edited with spirit and ability. The sight of 
this lively religious daily, has suggested many an 
inquiry why there could not bea religious daily 
published in New York or Boston, that would be 
well sustained? Let it be independent, liberal, 
and unsectarian, giving the religious news of the 
day, and other items of intelligence and general 
interest, with corresponding editors in all the 
Christian denominations, and in all the parts of 
the land. Could not such a movement be sus- 
tained? Would it not help to usher in the ‘ bet- 
ter time coming’? Blessings on the man who 
shall venture upon, and accomplish this work.’— 
Independent. 

This was a bright, promising hint, but it does 
not appear to have germinated immediately. We 
hear nothing more of it, or of anything looking 
toward an invasion of the old routine of the re- 
ligious press, for more than a year; unless the 
following from the New York Observer, (Dec. 
1852.) may be regarded as an exception: 

“A Nove Succrstion.—A subscriber writes 
to us from a distant point: 

* We have found great pleasure in the perusal 
of your paper; and | have been led to think that 
it would be an excellent thing if there could be 
an institution for the education and preparation 
of religious Editors as well as Ministers. One 
Editor has more influence over the public mind, 
than one hundred ministers. The power of the 
press seems to be not sufficiently esteemed, or it 
is not brought to its proper bearing on the public 
mind.”—N, Y. Observer. 

On which we remarked: 

“The power of the press is appreciated in the 
world of politics and business, where there is nce 
priesthood to be displaced by it. It is the self- 
conservatism of the clergy, that keeps the religious 
press so far behind the times. A tremendous re- 
volution is wrapped up in that saying, ‘One Edi- 
tor has more influence over the public mind than 
one hundred ministers ;? and the ministers will 
stave off that revolution as long as they can. But 
it is sure to come—as sure as that railroads will 
displace stage-coaches on all important thorough- 
fares. It will come more or less speedily, accord- 
ing as the earnestness of the people for religious 
truth is more or less intense. When the public 
mind shall be as fervently devoted to God as it is 
now to Mammon, we shall have a daily Religious 
Press.” —Circular, Dec. 18, 1852. 





on the Catholic side of Christendom, as follows: 

“The Freeman’s Journal, the leading Roman 
Catholic paper in New York City, has lately be- 
come a Semi-weekly. This, we believe, is the 
first religious paper, (after the Circular.) that has 
broken the old rule of hebdomadal publication.— 
Others must follow on, now that the fashion is 
started. Religious papers have been kept in the 
weekly routine, in order that they might ‘play 
second’ to the ministers, who officiate but once a 
week. But the press is fast outgrowing its sub- 
ordination to preaching. Swift mails and cheap 
postage inyite earnest editors to abandon the old 
revolution around Sunday, and come into gear 
with the revolution of the earth onits axis. We 
must begin as we can, trying Semi-weeklies at 
first, and feeling our way along toward the Dailies. 
But it isas certain that religion of some kind 
will sooner or later occupy the place now occupied 
by business and politics in the Daily Press, as it is 
that man will grow to be wise enough to under- 
stand that the soul is worth more than the body.’ 

At the present time we have to record some in- 
teresting indications of expansion on the Protest- 
ant side. The Independent, as we reported lately, 
has doubled its size; and though it has not taken 
a decided step yet in the direction of a Daily, it 
gives signs of a growing ambition which in the 
nature of things can never attain satisfactory re- 
alization, without going in for the Revolution 
which the Circular and the Freeman’s Journal 
have inaugurated. Its conductors express the 
spirit that is stirring within them in language 
very much like that of the 7ribune and other en- 
terprising papers. For instance, they say: 

“Our purpose is to present a paper which shall 
surpass, in every respect, any other religious jour- 
nal, in this or any country.”—ZJndependent, Jan. 
24, 1853. 

But a more interesting signal of the new era that 
is dawning upon the Religious Press, and one that 
has called our attention to the subject at this time, 
is the bold position which Rev. Thos. K. Beecher, 
of Williamsburg, is assuming in relation to the 
Press as it is and as it ought to be. We men- 
tioned last week that he had promised to preach 
on “the Newspaper.” ‘'T'wo of our co-laborers at- 
tended his church at the time appointed, and re- 
turned declaring that the discourses he gave were 
the best they ever heard; that he avowed himself 
in favor of a Daily Religious Press of the most 
liberal and powerful character, including in its 
scope, News, Business, and all the secular inter- 
ests of mankind ; and further, that he announced 
itas apart of his ideal of the final CurisTian 
Darty, that it should be FREE TO ALL—A GOSPEL 
GIFT, WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE. 





Health Conditions. 

In our article last week on ‘Drug Diet,’ we al- 
luded to the extraordinary average of health that 
has been attained in the Community, and to some 
of the primary causes to which it is to be attrib- 
uted. In speaking thus freely of the advantages 
which seem to attach to our school of Commu- 
nism, we are conscious of no motive of egotism 
or personal boasting. God forbid that his gifts to 
any should be made an occasion of selfish gratu- 
lation or compacison with others. Our motive in 
mentioning and discussing this feature of our ex- 
perience, is to glorify God’s truth, and to make 
the salvation which it offers, as far as possible 
available and common property to all. Any vic- 
tory that is gained in faith over the principalities 
of disease—any advance that is made towards 
the high summit of social and individual resur- 
rection,—is so much gain for mankind; and with 
these views we shall not consider it egotism, if 
we speak often and freely of the tendencies and 
progress of the Community in this direction. 
The two primary conditions which are the basis 
of health-progress in the Associations, were stated 
in our last No., as faith in Christ, and abstinence 
from medicine. ‘There are many subordinate 
agencies and conditions which codperate with 
these in favor of health, as the freedom from care 
and excessive labor—freedom from the penalties 
of over-propagation—variety of exercise, employ- 
ment and society—freedom of development and 
education, &e. 

While reforming our diet as to quality, discard- 
ing all medicine, there has also been an influence 
at work in the Community, leading to a marked 
diminution of the quantity of food eaten; thus 
removing the occasions of disease arising from 
excessive alimentation. 

The ¢heory of the Community, and their gen- 
eral state of mind in respect to disease and death, 
should be referred to as operating very favorably 
on the health. No peuple since the days of the 
Primitive church,—at least no people of an equal 
number,—have soberly and logically contemplated 
the entire putting away of disease and death, or 
even dared to hope for such a final victory. The 


faithful to their principles, they may succeed jn 
living to a good old age; but the idea of really 
breaking up the causes of death, and putting ap 
end to his reign, has not been intelligently con- 
ceived of since Bible times. The object before 
reformers heretofore has been to barely protect 
themselves against premature execution ; our idea 
is to turn upon the tyrant and sack his citadel; 
and the circulation of this watchword in the 
Community ranks, is a breastplate of courage and 
defense. 

If it is said that the extraneous causes which 
have been mentioned as operating favorably on the 
health of the Community, are departures from our 
primary idea of faith in Christ, we answer—not 
so; for close examination will show that every 


one of these secondary causes is dependent on 
faith in Christ for its feasibility in practice. We 
are made capable of availing ourselves of these 
secondary causes, only because we are believers 
in Christ. In the first place, the moral courage 
required to abstain from medicines is found only j 
connection with faith in Christ. It is that which 
has strengthened, and infused into the Associ- 
ations the courage and clear-headed resolution to 
quit medicine. Then, secondly, in regard to 
temperance in the quantity of food; the salvation 
we have attained is due here also, to faith, and to 
the influences of Christ’s spirit among us. So it 
is in respect to our freedom from care, and victo- 
ry over the difficulties of amativeness. We haye 
attained none of our victories by science, nor by 
legal efforts, but they have been the results of a 
growing faith among us, in the power of Christ; 
and it may be confidently predicted, that no other 
people will gain our present adyanced position in 
freedom from the power of false habits and sen- 
suality in general, but by employing the means 
that we have so successfully employed. 





The Gauge Discord. 

The New York Independent of last week, com- 
mences a bombarding article against Erie and 
Pennsylvania, with the following eapose of the 
antecedents of present difficulties. We italicise 
the portion of the extract to which we would call 
special attention + 





“If we have correctly learned the facts, the 
leading features of the case are these: By an ac- 
cidental mistake, the first railroads in this coun- 
try were constructed of the width of 4 feet 84 in- 
ches, instead of five feet. Nearly all the roads 
in the Eastern States follow this rule. The Erie 
railroad alone adopted the broad gauge of 6 feet, 
but has not been followed. A stupid fellow in 
the Vhio legislature contrived to have the rail- 
roads of that State bound to a gauge of 4 feet 10 
inches ; in consequence of which, no car can run 
from the East into that State, and it isto be ne- 
cessary, as long as the world stands, that all 
passengers should change cars, and that all 
goods and produce should undergo at least one 
transhipment, in passing belween the State of 
New York and the whole West—an annoyance 
about equal to that of a custom-house, and quite 
as absurd. The railroad companies, naturally 
aiming to mitigate this inconvenience to the pub- 
lic as far as possible, wished to make the arrange- 
ment for these transfers at a principal stopping- 
place, as Buffalo or Cleveland. But the State of 
Pennsylvania, with its accustomed sagacity in 
looking out for Number One, resolved to bring 
all this business to be done on its territory, with 
a view of thereby building up a city at Erie,” &c. 

This exposes truly, the original ‘ root of bitter- 
ness,’ whereby many are being defiled, viz., the 
stupid and barbarous discord of gauges which the 
railroads have entailed upon the country. But it 
seems to us astonishing fatuity or something 
worse to consent and assert that this miserable 
blunder cannot be rectified—that ‘an annoyance 
about equal to a custom-house, and quite as ab- 
surd,’ caused by ‘stupid fellows, and ‘accidental 
mistakes,’ is to be ‘necessary as long as the world 
stands.’ Why cannot all the railroads adopt a 
uniform gauge? True it would be ezpensive, but 
not at all impossible. It is expensive to change 
the gauge on the 19 mile section east of Erie.— 
But the convenience of the country demands it, 
and public opinion is crushing the owners and 
the people of Erie into the necessary self-sacrifice. 
There is no reascn that can be urged for a change 
on that section, which is not equally good for rip- 
ping up other railroads to any extent that may be 
necessary to give the country a uniform gauge, 
and allow passengers and freight to traverse the 
length and breadth of the continent without 
transhipment. The difference of the cases is only 
one of degrees, not of principles. The interests 
sacrificed at Erie are smaller and the parties that 
suffer more manageable than they would be in the 
case, for instance, of the New York and Erie rail- 
road. But the demands of justice an¢ the public 
good are the same in one case as in the other, and 











that Jesus Christ is a more enterprising business 


In July, 1853, we chronicled a new movement 


best hope of the physiologists is, that if they are 





if the N. Y. and Erie Company commenced the 
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ought by all means to suffer the most. 


The Independent writer not only consents to 


the main sacrifice of public convenience as an ir- 
remediable misfortune, while he belabors those 
who wish to perpetuate a minor inconvenience ; 
but he over-charitably represents the railroad 


compames as engaged in the benevolent work of | 


‘mitigating’ the inconveniencies of the barbarous 
state of things which they themse!ves have 
brought upon the country ; in which ‘mitigating’ 
labors they are grievously opposed by the selfish 
people of Pennsylvania! We move that these phi- 
lanthropists be requested to abolish the system of 
discord which they have created, instead of put- 
tering with attempts to mitigate its inconvenien- 


ces. 





Semi-Communism. 

The following is an Advertisement taken from 
the Independent, which also contains a favorable 
editorial notice of the proposed enterprise: 


CHRISTIAN COLONY.—-A few families intend- 
ing to begin a home in the West, in the spring, on 
cheap and new soil, in a healthy location, by rail- 
road now built, or soon to be, will welcome to their 
company a few persons, on certain conditions, 
Letters with a satisfactory reference will be re- 
plied to, if sent to Josern H. Lapp, the publisher of 
this paper, giving age, number of family, moral and 
Christian associations, occupation, naming about the 
sum of money that could be invested in the enter- 
prise, and how much would be set apart in a common 
fund for literary and church purposes. 
A blacksmith, a mason, and cabinet-maker are 
wanted, The purchase of location will be made soon; 
and post-paid letters from the East or West, with 
suggestions or facts in reference to localities will be 
considered. 





ITEMS. 

—Hydropathists have entered a new name on 
their list of cures—the ‘ Hunger-Cure.” The mo- 
dus operandi in the case consists, as its name in- 
dicates, in abstinence from food; and is, say the 
hydropathic practioners, ‘one of the most power- 
ful means they possess for the cure of disease,’ 
A physician, writing in the Hydropathic Review, 
says that the fear of starvation is all imaginary— 
that he has had patients go thirty-five days with- 
out eating a particle, or taking nourishment into 
the system in any shape; and that very soon after 
they began to eat again, they recovered their 
health! If this story be true, we see no very 
serious obstacle to prevent persons going without 
food entirely. 

—Mr. Gadsden, U. 8. minister to Mexico, speaks 
highly of Santa Anna, and his general course; 
and thinks that whatever of evil there may haye 
been in his early habits, he has entirely corrected 
them, and asa public-spirited statesman, he is 
now devoting his energies and talents to the in- 
terests of his country. We have in our posses- 
sion a finely-engraved portrait of the General; 
and physiognomically judging, we are inclined to 
form amore fayorable opinion of him than that 
generally held. He has a fine, open countenance, 
well calculated to prepossess one in his favor, 


—A ball-cartridge manufactory blew up at 
Ravenswood, L. I.— six miles from this city—on 
Saturday last, shattering the building to splinters, 
killing fifteen persons, and throwing a shower of 
bullets in every direction. 

—Another destructive fire took place in New- 
York Saturday night, doing damage to the amount 
of $200,000, and turning many poor families into 
the street. 





Late from Europe--Reported Victory of the 
Turks--Fighting in China. 


As we go to press, the arrival of the steamship 
Asia is announced, with three days’ later intelli- 
gence from Europe. The news from the East is 
nothing but a confused mass of rumor, but carries 
the probability that a battle has been fought near 
Kalafat, resulting in a decided advantage of the 
Turks over the Russians. The latter are reported 
to have lost 2500 men in the action. 

From China, the accounts by the Asia report 
that the Imperialists have retaken the City of 
Amoy, and have signalized the event by a terrible 
massacre of the inhabitants. 





Need of Proof. 


Rey. Thomas K. Beecher, in his discourse yes- 
terday on ‘Newspapers,’ (noticed in another arti- 
cle.) echoed the popular idea that the Primitive 
church were sadly deluded about the Second Com- 
ing of Christ, as follows: 

“It is a fact which cannot be denied, that the 
early Christians miscalculated prophecy; and 
from their day till the day of Father Miller, the 
only safe way to explain prophecy in detail has 
been to put the date of fulfillment so far ahead 
that the expositor will be sure to die, and his 
books be forgotten, ere the time comes to test the 


discord of gauges, ‘as appears to be the fact, it 


We object to Mr. Beecher’s classing the early 
Christians in the same category with Father Mil- 
ler; for it can be denied, on the authority of THE 
WORD OF THE Lorp, (see Thess. 4: 15—17,) that 
‘they miscalculated prophecy.’ And before any 
one declares their deception to be a ‘fact which 
cannot be denied,’ he should be able to confirm it 
by more satisfactory proof than the mere failure 
their predictions. Let them be held innocent till 
proved guilty. 





Winter Habits of Fish. 

During a recent visit to Connecticut, and on 
two of the coldest days in this month, we succeed- 
ed with one or two friends in capturing a good 
basket of Trout, Pickerel and Perch, for the Com- 
munity table at Wallingford. The Pickerel and 
Perch were caught through the ice in a mountain 
pond, and the trout—one of which was a foot 
long—under a bridge where the road crosses a run- 
ning stream. We had supposed that the latter 
fish were inaccessible in the winter, and no more 
to be found in a running stream in January than 
dandelions on the banks of it; but the present 
instance shows that we were mistaken. They 
were however not so fat or in so fine flavor as in 


as ever. G. 





Correspondence of the Circular. 
Communism in Creation. 


“ The sea, the sea, the open sea ! 
The blue, the fresh, the ever Fark.” 


Dear Frienps.—On the wall before me hangs 
a large and beautiful map of the world. 
ataglance that afar greater proportion of the 
earth is water than land. The geographies tell 
us that three-fourths of the earth’s surface is water 
and only one-fourth land; but they give us no 
reason why it was made so. 

I said te myself, ‘ What is the meaning of this ? 
this did not happen by chance, and Iam sure that 
the all-wise Creator had some design in it—some 
wise plan—some far-seeing purpose.’ 

It occurred to meas TI sat looking at it, that 
God, knowing that men would be selfish and grasp- 
ing, had so arranged it expressly for Communism. 
Three-quarters of the earth’s surface is necessarily 
the common preperty of all nations—or in other 
words, Community property, on the largest scale, 


One sees 


of the Medes and Persians, forbid all private ap- 
propriation. The ‘ mountain waves’ would destroy 
all fences and prevent dividing lines. 

The other quarter of the earth, men divide up 
into small shares, among nations, tribes and indi- 
viduals, calling this mine and that thine. It 
would seem that God had suffered it that man 
might have a field in which to display his selfish- 
ness and have it brought to judgment. 

‘Life on the ocean wave’ is said to have a charm 
for the sailor which is unknown to a life on the 
land. Is it net this Community element—-the fact 
that the rolling deep has never passed out of the 
hands of God into the hands of selfish 
It seems to me there 


men, 
which produces thischarm ? 
must be some such reason as this, for they run 
greater risks and endure more hardships on the 
sea than on the land. 

The sailor is proverbial for his generosity and 
large-heartedness, ever ready to divide the last 
sixpence,the last crust of bread, and the last 
drink of grog, with a brother sailor who is in want. 
Their very natures seem to partake of the element 
they delight in. We find among them, with all 
their faults, none of that covetous—moncy-loving 
spirit, which reigns supreme on land. 

Sailors become so attached to the billowy 
ocean—to this free element--that they are ready 
to forego all the comforts of a quiet home, and 


of infidel historians to chronicle the fulfillment of | a sail on the water. 


the summer, while the pond fish were as good | 


reserved in its creation for this very purpose. | 
The laws of nature, more unchanging than the laws 


| like the land, and let fishing become a business in 

| which money comes into the account, and I am 

| sure the charm would vanish at once, and it 
would be as dull business as digging potatocs.— 

| Selfishness does destroy the real charm of life. 

| Lonce heard Capt. S. say that he always ‘seemed 


near heaven when he was on the water, and 


| 


when in severe spiritual trials, he would start for 
This remark, made some 
| years ago, has often occurred to me with interest. 

The disciples of Christ, most of them, were 
fishermen, and both Christ and his disciples spent 
‘much of their time cither on the water or by the 
sea-shore ; and mamfested much attraction for it. 
| In view of all these facts, I conclude that the 
| works of God prove that he has been a Commu- 
nist from the creation; and that the rippling 
stream, the rising torrent, and the ocean’s cease- 


less roar, are so many voices, uttered in favor of 
heavenly Communisin. J. R. M. 
Oneida, January 28, 1854. 








| Analects. 
| .... The true spirit will lead us to seek justice 

for others before we seek it for ourselves. 
| ...- Be on the watch to please the Spirit of 
| truth, and it will bring you every blessing. 


.... The purpose of God is the great picture 
that is to fill the universe, to which individual ef- 
forts and experiences are only the brush-marks. 


....Where love is, all is; where love is not, all 
is wanting. Plenty without love is misery: mon- 
ey without love is mockery: the universe without 
love is hell.—Greaves. 

.... Though external appearances be against 
us, and unbelieving influences press heavily upon 
us, we may still retire within the inner sanctuary 
of our hearts, and be at rest. 


..-+ However deep the believer may be plunged 
in the ocean of suffering, there will still flow into 
his soul a continual stream of pure, heavenly love, 
that will enable him to ‘rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory.’ 





..-- Weshould not consider any good thing we 
enjoy asa permanent blessing till it has passed 
through death and become a resurrection-gift.— 
Security comes not by nature, but by grace. 
Isaac, the child of promise, is the true model; 
sacrificed to the Lord, he became a gift of faith to 
Abraham. 


.... It isa beautiful power of our existence, 
that if dissatisfied with ourselyes we may make. 
as it were, a transfer of ourselves in friendship, 
We may pass out of self. and live in another, 
We may glory in the beauty, wisdom, strength, 
and goodness of our friend, and therein take com- 
fort, though we feel ourselves in all these poor. 
So the human soul is capable of this blest ex- 
change with the Father of spirits. It can give 
itself away to him, and receive him in exchange. 
His glory is then its glory: his beauty, worth, 
and excellence is its own.—J/, B. Stowe. 


...+ Onany occasion of unusual peril or anxiety, 
when tumultuous emotions are bearing with dis- 
| tracting force upon an infirm and sensitive nature, 
if one who is so suffering does but come into the 
society of a greater mind, known and seen to be 
at once cognizant of all facts and circumstances, 
and as much alive as itself to them all, and which 
yet shows a placid brow, and an eye beaming with 
hope and love, the mere contiguity of such a su- 
perior spirit with a word of assurance and sympa- 
thy, how does it allay the inward tempest, how 
does it impart hope and comfort! In such an in- 
stance—and such belong to the circle of human ex- 
perience—the reanimated spirit, although it could 
not have reasoned itself into tranquility, yet it has 
caught it, and is now silently partaking of a har- 
mony not its own.—Isaac Taylor. 


....- That conscious personal relationship to the 
Savior Christ, which is the very substance of ma- 
ture Christian piety, and which can never be war- 
rantably rebuked as enthusiastic, is by 10 means 
identical with the introverted spiritual sensitive- 
ness, or the overweening religious egotism, or the 
hypochondriac moodiness, which so often comes in 
its place, and is inconsiderately accepted in its 
stead. The one rests upon a clear and ample 
foundation of scriptural encouragements ; the oth- 
er must go far, before it finds any substantial 
support, either of precept, promise, or example, 





the pleasures of society, to gratify their passion. 
I can see nu reason in the world why life on the 
land might not be as poetical—as romantic in eve- 
ry respect, and even far more so, if private own- | 
ership were abolished, and true Communism sup- 

plied its place with this same spirit of freedom.— 
We have often compared our experience toa life 
on the ocean, and I think properly so. Weare 
beginning to learn how to make labor sport, and 
to meet and overcome difficulties with the same 
resolution and heroism thata sailor meets a storm 
on the ocean. 

The Lakes, Rivers, and smaller streams all seem 
te follow the condition of their mother Ocean, 
and have never yet to any great extent, come 
under the law of selfishness, but generally, where- 
ever there is water, the same Community spirit 
By the way, is it not this freedom from 





prevails. 


exclusive ownership which gives such a charm to 





soundness of his exposition.” 





fishing? Let our streams of water be divided up 


any where within the compass of the inspired wri- 
tings. ‘The immediate objects and excitements 
of the one are those unchanging perfections of the 
Divine nature, the habitual contemplation of 
which imparts stability, serenity, dignity to the 
human spirit prevailing over its own momentary 
variablencss. But, as to the latter, its objects are 
ccencentered around that same variablencss. The 
fitfulness of every hour, the sombre color of one 
mood, or the gayety of another, the nameless ills, 
the dim surmises, the absurd fantasies, which 
perturb misgoverned minds, these are the objects, 
the occasions, the springs, of that alternately mur- 
ky and giddy temper to the variations of which 
the phrase ‘ religious experience’ has so often, and 
so grievously, been misapplied.— Ibid. 





—The missionaries say that the Chinese boys 
take to the English language with the utmost fa- 
cility, preferring it to the study of their own. 


—It is estimated that the yield of gold in the 
world, the present year from all sources, will 








Every Man for Himself. 

Every man is constituted to be his own 
best guardian, and the popular principle, 
‘Every man for himself, has more or less 
truth for its basis, though it is generally 
perverted in its application, Each indi- 
vidual knows his own wants, and is better 
qualified than any one else, to make out, 
so to speak, a bill of the articles demand- 
ed by the constitution of his nature, 





But having made out his bill, where 
ought he to present it ? For in saying 
that man should take care of himself, it 
is not pretended that he has independent 
resources of his own, and need not look 
abroad for the supplies of his nature.— 
The common idea is, that he must pre- 
sent his bill of necessities to his fellow- 
men—to society. One who is put up to 
take care of himself, naturally looks round 
to see how others take care of themselves 





—to see at what counter they present 
their drafts for payment. And what does 
he discover? Who is the paying teller ? 
Society with its laws, is the only the 
Banking-house he can find men relying 
upon practically, for meeting their de- 
mands. So he enters the arena, taking 
his chance of gouging and being gouged. 

But there is another and a_ better 
method for man to take care of himself 
than this; namely, the Bible method. 
The principle, ‘let every one take care of 
himself,’ is no where more clearly recog- 
nized than in the inspired writings. The 
burden of the apostolic testimony and 
teaching was, that man should make out 
a bill of his wants, and present it to God, 
who alone has resources and capital in 
abundance to meet every legitimate de- 
mand, ‘The very meaning and object of 
prayer, so often enjoined in the Bible, is 
that men should take care of themselves, 
by presenting their demands at the right 
counter for payment. The exhortation 
to pray without ceasing, is equivalent to 
saying, Make known all your wants to 
God daily; and when it is said ‘ Be careful 
for nothing,’ it is added, ‘but let your 
requests be made known unto God.’ Paul, 
in acknowledging a gift from the Philippi- 
ans, says tothem, ‘My God shall supply all 
your need, according to his riches in glory, 
by Christ Jesus.’ This shows the lati- 
tude of prayer—it covers all that a man 
needs, ‘Every man for himself,’ if he 
will strive in prayer instead of the grab- 
game, 





The Extent of Grace. 

‘The gospel is the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God, unto salvation to ev- 
ery one that believeth.’ What is the gos- 
pel? It is glad tidings to those who groan 
under the bondage of Satan, (not to his 
willing servants,) declaring that Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, stronger than the 
strong man armed, has contended with 
their jailor, and taken him prisoner : that 
they are no longer debtors to the flesh; 
that through death, Christ has overcome 
him who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and has brought deliverance to 
them who through fear of death, are all 
their lifetime subject to bondage. 

If the captives answer, ‘We have been 
in prison so long that our spirits are bro- 
ken, and our bodies paralyzed—we are so 
impotent that the glorious liberty of the 
children of God seems unnatural and irk- 
some to us—we cannot act like free men, 
though the prison doors are open,’—the 





amount to $200,000,000. 


gospel replies, ‘The power of Christ’s 
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resurrection is given you, and he that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies. By faith ye 
shall eat his flesh and drink his blood. 
Quickened by the energy of his mighty 
word, palsied and bed-ridden as you are, 
you shall arise, and take up your bed and 
walk. To as many as received him, gave 
he power to become the sons of God.’ 

If the captives still answer,—‘ We fear 
this liberty, lest it should be turned into 
licentiousness,—the gospel still replies, 
‘The grace of God which bringeth salva- 
tion hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
us that denying ungodliness and every 
worldly lust, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly in this present world. 
The sound doctrine of the glorious gospel 
covers the whole ground of the law of 
love, and though we are not galled by the 
commands of a law-giver, we are blessed 
by the counsels of a Father.’ 


—e - 
From Schaff’s History of the Apostolic Church. 


John and the other Evangelists. 
CONCLUDED. 

Modern assailants of this Gospel, have 
drawn from the many misapprehensions of 
the discourses of Jesus in John an argu- 
ment against either the credibility of the 
history or the Lord’s wisdom in teaching. 
But it must be remembered, that these 
mistakes were in great part occasioned 
by want of susceptibility and spiritual 
discernment in the hearers, and are to 
this day repeatedly occurring under the 
simplest preaching of the cross; while on 
the other hand even a child or an untu- 
tored peasant, if of truly carnest heart, 
may understand at least so much as is 
necessary for his salvation, and does in 
fact understand it far better than many : 
learned and ingenious critic. Of every 
word of Jesus, also, in the synoptical Gos- 
pels, the old comparison of the stream, 
which bears at once the lamb and the 
elephant on its current, is emphatically 
true. Then again, our Lord purposely 
introduced obscure, paradoxical and seem- 
ingly offensive expressions in his discour- 
ses, to fix the attention of his hearers 
and excite them to farther reflection.— 
It is the manner of every great popular 
teacher to let himself down to his disci- 
ples only so far as is necessary for raising 
them up to his higher level, and, instead 
of repeating in every-day style what is 
familiar to all, to rouse their slumbering 
faculties by presenting something origi- 
nal in an original form, and to awaken 
each to a consciousness of his peculiar 
gift. Finally, we must ever keep in 
mind that the Savior of the world spoke 
words of eternal life, not only for his con- 
temporaries, but for all future ages and 
generations; and that their meaning 
therefore, must be inexhaustible as him- 
self, in whom dwells all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily. 

Another objection, which has been 
raised against the credibility ot John’s 
record of the discourses of Jesus is, that 
they are too long to have been retained. 
But in the first place, not only antiquity, 
which had not books to depend on, as we 
have, and carried its learning in its head, 
but modern times also, afford examples 
of astonishing power of memory. Why 
should not the susceptible John, who lay 
on his master’s bosom have been able to 
retain His discourses, especially as there 
were not merely some of many things 
equally important to be remembered but 
the apostle’s most precious treasure, his 
priceless jewel, the centre of his thoughts 
and life? Besides this however it was 
expressly promised (Jno. 14: 26,) that 
the Holy Ghost should remind the apostles 
of all they had heard from Christ, make 
it intelligible to them, and fully assimi- 
late it to their spiritual being. 

A third objection urged by the nega- 
tive criticism against the discourses of 
Jesus in the fourth Gospel, is their sub- 
jectivity, that is, their adaptation to the 
writer’s style and system of thought.— 
Beyond question they strikingly resem- 
ble the first epistle of John in matter and 
language. Undoubtedly the apostle has 











not merely mechanically memorized his 
Master’s words of life and as mechanical- 
ly repeated them; he has assimilated 
them to his inmost being and reproduced 
them in a living way, so that they are as 
much his as they were Christ’s. But 
this process of reproduction was preceded | 
by another, viz., the entire sinking of the | 
beloved disciple’s personality into that of | 
his divine Master, so that thenceforth he 
could not think, speak, or write other-| 
wise than in the Savior’s way. He truly 
formed himself on his Lord’s bosom; that 
was his school. He first went into Christ, 
and then Christ came forth again from 
his spirit and consciousness, It is well 
known, that very independent and origin- 
al authors may so completely live them- 
selves into another’s genius, that their 
productions become strikingly similar in 
thought and style. ‘This, considering 
all we know from the other evangelists, 
from his own writings, and from tradition, 
of his tender, susceptible, self-surrender- 
ing nature, and his intimate friendship 
with Jesus, must have been particularly 
the case with John. Rather must we, 
therefore, reverse the matter, and say, 
that the epistles of John are a sequel, an 
echo, of the discourses of Jesus in the 
fourth Gospel, and not the latter an ar- 
bitrary imitation of the former. From 
the affinity in question an inference un- 
favorable to the accuracy of John’s re- 
ports of our Lord’s discourses could be 
drawn, only when these reports should 
contradict those of the other Gospels— 
But such contradiction no critic has yet 
been able to prove. There is none.— 
John’s record presents the same Christ, 
the same inexhaustible theme, only in a 
different, peculiar aspect, in that aspect, 
which John by his peculiar character was 
specially fitted to apprehend. This leads 
us to the last point of difference. 





5. The whole peculiarity of the fourth 
Gospel centers in its conception of the 
person of Jesus Christ, of which the dis- 
courses are the immediate expression. 
This difference may be briefly stated thus: 
The synoptical evangelists set hetore us 
mainly the glorified humanity, John the 
incarnate divinity, of the Lord. There 
the Savior appears as the sinless, faultless 
“Son of Man,” in whom the idea of our 
race, the full image of God, is first perfectly 
realized; here, as the true “ Son of God,” 
who was one with the Father before the 
creation of the world, and who every- 
where reveals through the veil of the 
flesh His eternal glory, full of grace and 
truth. Matihew portrays him as the last 
and greatest prophet, the Messiah and 
King of the Jews, the Fulfiller of the 
law and the prophets; Mark, in brief, 
graphic sketches, as the mighty Wonder- 
worker, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the embodiment of omnipotence; Luke, 
as the ever ready and kind Physician of 
body and soul, as the Shepherd of lost 
sheep, the Savior of poor sinners, the 
merciful Philanthropist, the demolisher 
of the partition-wall between Jews and 
Gentiles; John, as the center of the uni- 
verse. The first three proceed trom be- 
low upwards, begining with the birth of 
the Lord from the womb of a virgin, and 
following him through his mighty works, 
as also through the toil and privation of 
his earthly life, through the bitter death 
of the cross and the repose in the tomb, 
to his victory over death and the grave, 
and his triumphant ascension on high, 
where “all power in heaven and in earth” 
is given him as the reward of his labor. 
John proceeds from above downwards, 
from heaven to earth, from the eternal pre- 
existence of the Logos to his appearance 
in human flesh, He traces the pedigree 
of his hero, not merely to Abrahain, the 
patriarch of the Jews, as does the He- 
brew Matthew; nor to Adam, the pro- 
genitor and representative of a// men, as 
does the Pauline Luke; but to the abso- 
lute beginning in the depths of eternity; 
makes Him proceed from the bosom of 
the Father; accompanies Him, the Source 
of all life and light in the world, through 





the creation and preservation of all things, 
and through the successive steps of the 
general revelation to all men and the 
special revelation to the Jews down to 
the incarnation; depicts his victorious 
conflict with the darkness of the ungodly 
world; makes His unity with God in es- 
sence and will gleam forth in all His 
discourses and works; and shows him to 
us after the complete victory, glorified 
with “the glory which He had with the 
Father before the world was.” If in the 
synoptical Gospels we behold with admi- 
ration and astonishment, faith and love, 
the divine Son of Man, in the Gospel of 
John we are rapt in adoration of the hu- 
man Son of God, and exclaim with Thom- 
as: “* My Lord and my God!” 

Hence the Alexandrian Fathers styled 
the fourth Gospel “‘pneumatic” or spirit- 
ual, and the three others “somatic,” or 
bodily. Thus Clement of Alexandria, 
following the statements of fathers before 
him: ‘Last of all John, perceiving that 
in those Gospels the bodily was set forth, 
encouraged by his friends, moved by the 
Holy Ghost, composed a spiritual Gospel.” 
To this incomparable picture of Christ’s 
person is chiefly due the irresistible at- 
traction of John for the most profound 
and genial theologians of all ages, from 
Clement and Origen to Schleiermacher 
and Neander. But his gospel must not 
be extolled at the expense of the others. 
The synoptical Gospels are also spiritual 
and ideal. Not seldom do they lift up the 
veil from the wonderful mystery of the 
Godhead in Jesus of Nazareth. In fact, 
that mystery glimmers through all their 
records of the Savior’s words and deeds, 
and furnishes the only key to their full 
meaning. Then, on the other hand, John 
is radically opposed to all false spiritual- 
ism and Docetism, and declares with the 
strongest emphasis, that Christ though 
one with the Father, is yet at the same 
time truly man, flesh of our flesh, and bone 
of our bone, whom the disciples saw with 
their own eyes, heard with their ears, and 
handled with their hands. 

In short, John and the synoptical evan- 
gelists complete and confirm each other 
in setting forth Him, who combines the 
divine and human natures in the indis- 
soluble unity of His person, and is thus 
constituted Mediator between God and 
man, between eternity and time, between 
heaven and earth, the immovable founda- 
tion of the Christian church and the eter- 
nal source of her life and peace. 

—a 


The Way to Health, 
A.—From all that I can learn, you 
seem to make a Cherry Pectoral of your 
paper enterprise; at least I have known 





of several cases where you have advised 
persons who were seeking health, to turn 
their attention toward writing for the 
Circular. 

B.—Well, there is reason in this cure. 
The word of God is actually all that this 
universal medicine pretends to be; and 
the best way to get at the word of God 
is to give yourself to the work of edifica- 
tion. You may hear the word of God 
from others and receive some benefit ; but 
if you want to take a regular douche, and 
bring your whole system, nerves, body and 
soul under the electricity of the word of 
God, you must be summoned up to search 
for it yourself, and to enter into the 
grand plan of God for giving the king- 
doms of this world to Christ; you must 
rise into fellowship with heaven and help 
blow the trumpet of salvation. ‘The grand 
formula of our school of medicine is this; 
Let alone drugs; eat less of the meat that 
perisheth; and more of the word of God. 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone;’ by 


‘drugs not at all—by bread not alone— 


but ‘by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the Lord.’ 


The Ohio Tornado. 


A particular account of the late tornado in Ohio, 
appearsin the papers, from which we take two or 
three paragraphs, remarking that with-all its mad- 
| ness there seemed to have been method and mercy 
|in this hurricane ; for though it levelled houses with 

the dust, it showed a wonderful care of human life, 
| performing its incredible feat without killing. we be- 
lieve, a single person. 

“The hurricane broke out not far from 
3 P. M., and was preceded by a light rain, which 
had fallen all day, accompanied by wind and 
cold. For ashort space before the storm made 
its appearance the weather is said to have 
grown rapidly warm, and the wind to have 
lulled. 

‘¢ The tornado first manifested itself in the 
western part of Miller township, about eight 
miles west of south from Mount Vernon. It 
seemed to spring into full life and passion at 
once, like Pallas, all armed, from the brain of 
Jove. No serious traces were seen of its work 
until it blew down the stable and unroofed the 
house of John Robinson, residing in the west 
end of Miller township. The course of the 
storm at this time was east by north-east, which 
course it preserved to the close.” 

Sweeping through the town of Brandon, it blew to 
pieces houses and barns, scattering fragments like 
straws, stretched one church along the ground and 
unroofed another, attacked a school-house in which 
there were thirty-one children, thumping and 
scratching them some, but causing no death; turned 
a tavern one foot from its stand, without otherwise 
injuring it; and showed its prowess in various ways, 
(that we need not mention,) when it entered a piece 
of woods, where its performances are thus described ; 


“« The woods were half a mile long, and the 
tempest cut a swath a quarter of a mile wide, 
from one end to the other. It looks as though 
some giant had gone through the forest with a 
sickle. Almost every tree is blown down flat 
upon the ground. The few which remain 
standing are stripped of their boughs and 
branches, and their trunks are twisted until 
they look like whipcords. The appearance of 
the prostrate woods is very curious. In the 
center of the storm-track the trees are laid 
alongside of each other in parallel lines, with al- 
most geometrieal regularity. As you go out 
toward the edge on either side, the trees gradu- 
ally diverge trom the parallel, till at last they 
lay quite at right angles to the central track, 
some having fallen in a northerly direetion, and 
others in a southerly direction, heads and points 
together. Most of the oaks are from one and 
a half to two fect in diameter. The width of 
the track is just about the same where the hur- 
ricane left the woods as where it entered. It 
is a little singular that, along the very edges 
of its destroying path, the trees are not at all 
injured, scarcely the most delicate twigs being 
broken off. 

The appearance of the destroying power is thus 
described : 

‘** No language can do justice to the fearful 
magnificence of the tornado, as it stalked 
wrathfully over the land. The frightened 
spectators ean only say that it was ‘ awful,’ 
‘horrible.’ It seems to have worn th2 appear- 
ance of a mighty, black pillar, reaching from 
earth to heaven, irradiated by blinding flashes 
of lightning, and accompanied, in its devastat- 
ing march, by the music of a hundred cannon.” 





Tue Try Company.—A_ few days ago I 
was traveling on one of our public railroads, 
in company with a gentleman, his wife, and 
a little son of some five or six years of age. 
They were entire strangers to me, but as we 
sat on adjoining seats, and the little boy was 
good tempered, open and frank in his manners, 
and apparently ready tobe pleased with any- 
thing which might occur, we soon entered into 
conversation. He was very busily engaged in 
untying the knot of'a parcel, which I suggested 
that he could not do, and proposed to cut the 
knot for him; but his ready and well-pro- 
nounced reply was, ‘* My papa, sir, never 
allows me to sayI can’t; I belongtothe Try 
Company.” I was delighted with his remark, 
and watched him at his task, which he soon 
exultantly accomplished. 

I am no friend to a large number of organ- 
izations for the accomplishment of even great 
objects ; but Iam desirous that every family, 
every friendly circle, and every Christian 
church, shall be A Try Company. It only 
requires the will, and the matter is accomplish- 
ed. There needs no formal organization, with 
its secretary, treasurer, and committee, but 
only a frequent recommendation to each other, 
when opportunity to do good presents itself, to 
try. It is important, very much so, that prayer, 
especially private and ejaculatory, should be 
presented for wise direction and for a deter- 
mined will. What then might be accomplished ? 
— Watchman and Reflector. 
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